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This article explores the prevalence of envy and jealousy among Christians in a society 


driven by self-fulfillment teachings. It emphasizes the importance of aligning with God's 


unique purpose for each individual, rather than succumbing to worldly standards of 


success. By rejecting envy and embracing the guidance of the Holy Spirit, believers 


can navigate away from materialistic pursuits and towards a deeper connection with 


God. It concludes with a reminder to prioritize seeking God's Kingdom, as true 


fulfillment lies not in worldly achievements, but in faithfully fulfilling His plan for our lives. 


In the fast-paced world of today, where 
the mantra "you can achieve whatever 
you want" and "you can be whoever 
you desire to be" echoes loudly, many 
people, including Christians, are 
becoming increasingly dissatisfied and 
confused. These self-fulfillment 
teachings, while appealing, often lead to 
feelings of envy, jealousy, and a hunger 
for worldly success. As followers of 
Christ, we understand that God has 
bestowed upon each of us _ unique 
callings and gifts to fulfill His purpose. 
This means that not everyone is destined 
to amass wealth, hold leadership 
positions, or become pastors as the 
world often promises. We are all 
stewards of God's resources, allocated 


unequally based on our _ individual 
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callings (Matthew 25:14-30). A 
misunderstanding of this often leads to 
dissatisfaction and envy when we 


compare ourselves with others. 


Envy and Jealousy: A Source of 
Evildoing 
Envy and jealousy, often birthed from 


comparison and misunderstanding of 
God's purpose for us, are the sources of 
many evils. When we compare ourselves 
to others, we may start to believe that we 
are not as favored or blessed, leading to 
feelings of envy and jealousy. But the 
Scripture reminds us in i Corinthians 
12:4-6, "There are different kinds of 
gifts, but the same Spirit distributes 
them." God has created each one of us 


uniquely with a divine purpose. Our true 
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success lies not in worldly standards but 
in aligning ourselves with God's purpose 
for our lives. Unfortunately, the pressures 
of today's society often lead many to 
dissatisfaction with our jobs, 
nationalities, and even our bodies. This 
dissatisfaction can fuel envy, jealousy, 
and a yearning for more, driving many to 


seek fulfillment in worldly pursuits. 


Rejection of the Holy Spirit's 
Guidance 
When we are swept up in envy and 


jealousy, we are essentially rejecting the 
Holy Spirit's guidance. The Holy Spirit is 
our guide, leading us towards God's will 
for our lives. Galatians 5:16 reminds us, 
"So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh." These desires of the flesh include 
envy and jealousy. Hence, to steer clear 
of these negative emotions, we must 
commit to walking by the Spirit, not 
discarding His guidance in pursuit of 


worldly success. 


The Hunger for Worldly Success: A 


Path Away from God 
The hunger for worldly success often 


leads us astray from God's path. Society 


glorifies material wealth and high-status 
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positions, enticing many to yearn for 
these symbols of worldly success. But 
here's where the danger lies: New age 
teachings and deceptive spirits prey on 
these desires, promising quick fixes and 
superficial fulfillment. They encourage us 
to believe that we can be whoever we 
want to be, regardless of God's plan for 
our lives. However, |Viatthew 
6:33 instructs us, "But seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you."This verse 
underscores that our primary pursuit 
should not be worldly success, but a 
meaningful relationship with God. When 
we focus on building a relationship with 
God, He will provide for our needs, and 
we will find true fulfillment in His purpose 


for us. 


Conclusion 
Envy, jealousy, and the hunger for 


worldly success can severely hinder our 
Christian journey. As Christians, our 
focus should be on aligning ourselves 
with God's will, not chasing after worldly 
standards. Instead of succumbing to 
societal pressures, let's embrace and 
trust our unique gifts and callings, guided 
by the Holy Spirit, and seek first the 
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Kingdom of God. For it is in fulfilling 


God's purpose for our lives that we find 


true satisfaction, peace, and a life free 


from the shackles of envy and jealousy. 
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